Refugee associations and home clubs of Serbs
and other citizens from the Republic of Croatia

His Excellency

Mr. Mevlut Cavusoglu

President of the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe

Your Excellency,

It is our honour and privilege to send You regards on the behalf of more than 400.000 Serbs that
refugeed or were expelled from the Republic of Croatia during war conflicts from 1991-1995. Ever
since, the majority of them is out of Croatia, with most of them living in Serbia. On this ground,
UNHCR proclaimed Serbia the only country in Europe, and fifth in the world with protracted refugee
status. Over the previous 15 years, the majority of refugees and expelled Serbs have not reached their
property, individual and other rights within the Republic of Croatia. Out of more than 400.000 refugees
and expelled Serbs, there are more than 270.000 of them still living in Republic of Serbia; around
60.000, most of them elderly people, have returned to the Republic of Croatia; around 30.000 of them
live in Bosnia and Herzegovina and more than 40.000 have gone to third countries (Europe, North
America, Australia).

The Republic of Croatia has obtained European Union approval, on the 30™ of June 2010, to open
negotiation Chapter 23 ,,Judiciary and Fundamental Human Rights“ without the prerequisite of
resolving Serb property rights, acquired rights, tenancy rights, pension rights and status and other issues
of paramount importance for refugees- and expelled Serbs. Also, the stated issues are not among the
preconditions for closing the above mentioned Chapter. As per the estimation of the official Zagreb, the
Republic of Croatia will close the Chapter 23 at the beginning of the next year and on spring it will sign
EU Accession Agreement. After that, the possibilities for reaching fair solutions for the open issues of
Serbs in the Republic of Croatia will be significantly lower.

For the above mentioned reason, the Assembly of representatives of nearly 100 Associations established
by the refugees and expelled Serbs (representing 400.000 Croatian Serbs), gathered on 19" October
2010. At the Assembly, the Petition of refugees and expelled Serbs from the Republic of Croatia (see
attachment) has been adopted. There, we listed 12 pending issues that were partially resolved or have not
yet been addressed in the Republic of Croatia. It is more than clear that the Republic of Croatia refuses to
give back individual and property rights to its citizens of Serbian nationality. This attitude is well
recognized by numerous international actors, underlining that the Republic of Croatia has to make
essential move in the field of the human rights’ protection for all its citizens and to trully respect the
principles of tolerance, equality and fairness if it wishes to become a member of the European Union.

Rights, that refugee and expelled Serbs have partially reached so far, yet through severe difficulties, are
mostly reached thanks to the pressure by European political institutions within the process of Croatia’s
meeting the obligations envisaged as sine qua non of European integration, and they are not in any way
the result of existing political will within Croatia, its government and politicians.

The above stated claim is confirmed in the best possible way through the conclusion from the latest
Report of the European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE), which gathers 69 NGOs within Europe
dealing with the refugees and exiles issue, concluding that ,,policy of the Republic of Croatia authorities,
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from the termination of war conflicts in 1995 until today, represents the biggest obstacle for closing the
refugees chapter within the region®. Also, the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly has adopted,
in January 2010, a Resolution proposing restitution of the houses and apartments where refugees
previously lived. Numerous and similar documents, resolutions and recommendations have been issued
so far by different international organizations, with none of them respected by Croatia.

Respectful Mr. Cavosoglu, we would like to kindly ask You, in the most sincere way, and on the behalf
of the 400.000 refugees and expelled Serbs from the Republic of Croatia, to support the Petition — with
its crucial part being the appeal to the European Union to sign the Accession Agreement with the
government of the Republic of Croatia only after the Republic of Croatia has met European human rights
standards towards fully respecting our rights in accordance with international, regional and bilateral
agreements. Please, defend our fundamental human rights in the name of democracy and values
promoted by the great family of European nations. Your Excellency, be sure that 400.000 Serbs,
deprived from their basic, individual and property rights will be grateful for Your support.

On the behalf of 100 Refugee associations and home clubs of Serbs and other citizens from the Republic
of Croatia.

Belgrade, November 9th, 2010

Contact organization:

Coalition of Refugee Associations in the Republic of Serbia
Kraljice Marije 47/2

11000 Belgrade, Serbia

Phone: +381 64 375 74 78

Email: linta@sdf.org.rs

Miodrag Linta

Milojko Budimir

Attached:
1. Petition of refugees and expelled Serbs from the Republic of Croatia
2. Document containing registered signatures of 100 Refugee associations and home clubs
of Serbs and other citizens from Republic of Croatia, which endorsed the Petition



N3bernmuka yapyxema u 3aBu4ajau kiryoosu Cpoa
u apyrux rpahana PemyOnuke XpBarcke

Berosa Excenennuja

I'-aua MeasyTt YaBoworay
ITpencjennux IlapnamentapHe CkynmTuHe
Cagjera EBpone

ITomrroBanu r-aqune Yagoworiy,

Nmamo moceOHy dacT U 3a70BOJBCTBO Ja Bac mo3apaBumo y mme Bumie ox 400.00 Cpba koju cy
u30jernu win nporHanu u3 Peny6nuke XpBatcke 3a Bpujeme pata 1991.-1995. ronune. Behuna mux
JlaHac ce Hayla3u u3BaH XpBarcke, U xuBHu cy Cpouju. Mmajyhu oso y Buny, YHXIIP je ucrakao
CpOujy Kao jenuHy €BpOIICKY, M TETy AP)KaBY y CBETYy, ca MPOIY>KEHOM M30ETIMYKOM KpHU30M. Y
nperxoaHux 15 ronumna Behmua u3bjernmux u nporHanux Cpba Huje ycrjena OCTBapUTH CBOja
MMOBHHCKA, CTeU€Ha, CTaTycHa W japyra mpasa y PemyOmmum Xpsatckoj. On ume ox 400.000
u30jermux u nporHanux CpbOa, y Pemyomumu Cpouju u nasse xuBu mnpexo 270.000; y PemyOnmky
XpBatcky ce Bpatuio oko 60.000, yrimaBHOM Jbyau cTapuje KUBOTHE 100M; Yy bocHn XeprieroBuau
xkuBu oko 30.000, a y tpehe 3emspe (EBpoma, CjeBepHa AMepuka, AycTpaiuja) je OTHIILIO MPEKO
40.000.

Peny6muka Xpsatcka je 30. jyHa oBe TroaMHe qoOMJIa carjlacHOCT EBporicke yHuje 1a OTBOpHU
nperoBapadko [lornassse 23 moa HasuBoMm ,,IIpaBocyhe u TeMebHA JbyAcKa mpaBa‘ 6e3 ycioBa aa
pjemaBa UMOBHMHCKA, CT€UEHA, CTAaHApCKa M JIpyra nuTama u3bjernux u mpornanux Cpoba. Taxobe,
HaBeJleHa MUTama HUCy Mely ycmoBuMa 3a 3arBapame nomenytor Ilormasspa. [Ipema nporjenama
3BaHUYHOT 3arpeda, Perybnuka Xpsatcka he [lornassee 23 3aTBopuTH no4eTKoM ciujeaehe rogune,
a Ha mposbehe moTnucaté YToBop o mpuctynamy ca EBpornckom yHujom. Hakon Tora Ouhe, y
3Ha4YajHO] MjEpH, CMameHe MOTyhHOCTH 3a MpaBUYHO pjelIeHhe OTBOpeHHX murama Cpba y
XpBarTcKoj.

360r rope HaBeneHor, 19. oktobpa 2010. roguHe opraHW30BaH je BETUKH CKyn mpeactaBHuka 100
yapyXema Koja cy ocHOBanM u30jernu W mporHanu CpOum M octanmu rpahaHu MOPUjEKIIOM U3
PenyGnuke XpBaTcke Tije WMajy MMOBHHCKO-TIpaBHe MHTepece. Ha ckymy je ycBojeHa [lemuyuja
uzojeznux u npoenanux Cpoa uz Penybnuxe Xpeamcke (y Ipuiory) y Kojoj ce HaBoAu 12 oTBOpeHHX
MUTamka Koja Cy pjelleHa JIjeJIOMUYHO WIIM CE jOIIl HUCY Moverna pjemasat y Permyonunu XpBaTckoj.
Bume je nero jacHo na PemyOnuka XpBaTcka oa0uja fa BpaTH WHAWBUYalHAa U UMOBHHCKA IIPaBa
CBOjUM rpahaHMMa CpIICKE HAIMOHAIHOCTH. bpojHa wucTpaxkumBama MOTBphyjy ma PemyOnuka
XpBaTcka MOpa YYMHUTH CYIITHMHCKH MOMaK Ha MOAPYYjy 3alITHTE JbYACKHX IMpaBa CBUX HEHUX
rpahana U Ja CTBApHO MOINITYj€ MPUHIIUIIE TOJCPAHIIM]E, JETHAKOCTH M MPABEIHOCTH Kako Ou Ouia
CIpeMHa Ha NpUApYyKuBame EBporckoj yHuju.

[IpaBa mrTo cy ux ajenomMuyHo u30jernu u nporHanu CpOu, nocajga, TEMIKOM MYKOM YCITjenu
OCTBAapHUTH YIJIABHOM Cy IOCTHUTHYTA 3aXBaJbyjyhul MPUTHCKY €BPOICKHUX MOJIUTHYKAX MHCTUTYIIH]a
y TMpoIecy OCTBapema XpPBAaTCKUX EBPO-WHTETPalUjCKUX o0aBe3a a HHUCY IPOU3BOJ CTBapHE
HOJIUTHYKE BOJbE y XPBATCKOj, FbEHO] BN U MOJMYKUM KPYTOBHUMA.
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Hageneny TBpamy HajOosbe MOTBplyje 3akipydyak W3 HajHOBHjeT HM3BjemrTaja EBpomckor casera 3a
uzbernune u npornanuke (ELIPE), xoju okyrmipa 69 HeBnaanHuX opraHusaiuja y uujenoj EBpomu,
Koje ce 0aBe MUTameM M30jeriuiia U MPOTHAHUX JIMIIA, J1a ,,[IOJUTHKA BIacTh PemyOmuke XpBarcke,
ol 3aBplieTka cykoba 1995. roamnHe no maHac, mpencTtaBiba HajBehy mpenpeky 3aTBapamy
n30jermmaKor moriasiba y peruony”. Takohe, ITapmamenrapra ckymmrtuHa Casjeta EBpome je
janyapa 2010. rogune ycBojuna Pezonyiujy kojom ce npeanaxe Bpahamwe kyha u craHoBa y KojuMa
cy wm30jeria W MporHaHa JMIa paHdje xuBjenu. [locam cy pasHe MmelhyHapoaHe opraHu3aiuje
yCBOjHIIe OpOjHA TOKYMEHTa, pe30iylirje U Mpenppyke, koje XpBaTcKa HUje HCIOIITOBajA.

[TomrtoBanu r-gquHe YaBomioriy, xenuMo 1a Bac Hajuckpenuje 3amonumo, y ume Buiie oa 400.000
n30jermux u mporHanux CpbOa u3 PenmyOmmke XpBatcke ma moapkute Iletnnmjy wm3bjernmux u
nporHanux Cpba y PemyOnmum XpBarckoj, moceOHO HeH KJbYYHHM €0 KOjU Ce€ OJHOCH Ha ames
EBporickoj yHHju na motnuire YroBop o MmpucTynamy ca Bmagom PemyOnmke XpBaTcke Tek Kana
PenyGnuka XpBatcka OyJie JOCTUIIIa €BPOICKE CTaHIApe y MOIJIey MOIITOBakha HAIIUX JbYIACKHX
npaBa, y ckiaxy ca MehyHapoaHuM, peTHOHAIHUM U OmiaTepaaHuM cropazymuma. Mommmo Bac na
oJ0paHHTE Hallla TeMeJbHA JbYJICKa IpaBa, y UMe JeMOKpaTHje 1 BPUjeITHOCTH KOj€ C€ IPOMOBHILY Y
BEJIMKOj MTOPOJUIIM €BPOTICKHX Hapoja. Bama exceneHmnmjo, Oyaute curypuu aa he sumre 400.000
Cpba koju cy yckpaheHH y CBOJUM OCHOBHHMM, MHIUBHUIyaJHUM U HMOBHHCKMM IIpaBUMa OUTH
3aXBaJIHM 3a Bamy nogpmky.

Y uve 100 u30jeriimukux yIapyxema W 3aBHuUajHuX KiyooBa Cpba m ocraymx rpahana w3
Pemry6nuke XpBatcke.

beorpan, 09. nHoembap 2010. rogune

Mumuonapar Jlunra

Munojko byaumup

Konrakr:

Koanumuja yapyxema n3djernmma y Permyomumm CpOuju
Kpasmuue Mapuje 47/2, 11000 beorpan

Tenedon: 011 3820 250

Emawmn: linta@sdf.org.rs

VY npurnory:
1. Tlerunmja uz6jernux u npornanux CpOa u3 Pemy6muke XpBaTcke
2. JloxymeHaT Koju caapxu oBjepene nornuce 100 nmpeacTaBHUKA yIpYyKeHa U 3aBUYajHUX
Ki1yOoBa Koje cy noapkanu [letunujy



